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Castelnaudary, and any chance of victory for the in-
surgents was destroyed by Montmorenci's rashness.
At the head of a small body of cavalry, he charged
recklessly on the enemy, and was at once struck
down and taken prisoner. When the report circu-
lated that Montmorenci was killed, the recruits from
Languedoc abandoned the field, and Gaston's army
retreated in confusion. The commander of the
royal forces said that he lost only eight men killed
in the battle which put an end to the war.

The rebellion was promptly suppressed, and with
some severity so far as the leaders were concerned.
Citadels and fortified chateaux were destroyed,
some officials were executed, nobles were deprived
of their privileges, the temporalities of six bishoprics
were seized as a punishment for the disloyal conduct
of their incumbents. The humbler insurgents were
pardoned, and Richelieu judiciously abandoned his
efforts at uniformity and restored the local tax-
gatherers in Languedoc. Gaston promised once
more to obey the King and love the Cardinal; he
was forgiven, but, in a few weeks, he again changed
his mind and fled to Brussels.

These matters attracted little attention in the
universal interest as to the fate of the Duke of Mont-
morenci. He had been taken prisoner in open
rebellion, there could be no doubt that he was guilty
of high treason, and that his offence was punishable
with death. But rebellions had been frequent in
the last twenty years, and while great nobles took
the chances of death on the field, their execution as
criminals was not regarded as within the realm offficient, The armlet met atom she hated had but six
